North Central Extension Directors Meeting

Phoenix, Arizona

February 20, 2004
Participants: Margaret Bethel, Chuck Casey, Dennis Campion, Elbert Dickey, Duane Hauck, Tom Henderson, Randy Higgins, Stan Johnson, Arlen Leholm, Michael Ouart, Keith Smith, Larry Tidemann, and Carl O’Connor.

Arlen Leholm opened the lunch hour meeting with a discussion of vacancies in both officer roles and committee assignments.  
The group nominated and selected Chuck Casey as Vice Chair and Chair Elect for NCCEA. 
Jennifer Obst from Minnesota will be asked to continue in her assignment as our representative on the Journal of Extension. 
Denny Campion indicated the need representatives from urban centers as nominees for the National Diversity Task Force. The group was in consensus to nominate Willene Buffett, from Cook County, Illinois. Carl O’Connor was asked to do some additional research concerning open committee seats and potential nominations.  Please send any suggestions to Carl.

Discussion on upcoming meetings:

Next meeting, May 6-7, 2004 - Location will be Kansas City, Missouri, Tom Henderson, host.

July Meeting – Location will be Chicago, Illinois, and will be joint with CARET and Administrative heads.  The group concurred that the meeting must have a focused program content to be a good use of time.  Possibilities:  HHS or Department of Energy - potential projects or funding requests. 

September 28-30 – Washington, D.C.  Larry Tidemann suggested that the Sun Grant funding for Research and Extension may be available and would be a good topic for our September meeting since we will be in Washington.

Carl raised the need for discussion and decision around continuance of the NCCEA Executive Director position.  It was decided to discuss this on the March 18 or April 15 conference call.  Carl will put together some background reports and projections of future efforts.

Meeting adjourned by chair, Arlen Leholm

Minutes prepared by Margaret Bethel.

